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The Provincial Court of Saskatchewan

Protocol for Telephone Appearances by Counsel in Criminal Matters

1. Obtaining leave to Appear by Telephone

Where distance or other considerations make it impracticable to appear in court personally,
Counsel may appear and make representations by telephone on most matters in Provincial Court'
provided that he or she first obtains the leave of the Court to do so. This includes, but is not
limited to, appearances by Counsel on an accused’s behalf where the accused does not appear in
person, such as appearances in summary conviction matters or where a designation has been filed
under Criminal Code section 650.01. This does not foreclose the possible appearance or
attendance by the accused by telephone at the same time.

The application for leave should ordinarily be made to the Judge who will be hearing the matter
upon which Counsel wishes to appear and may be made by a faxed request, or telephone call to
the Clerk of the Court or Court Manager, who will bring it to the attention of the presiding Judge.
In the event that the presiding Judge is not available to decide the application, or that no Judge
has been assigned, the Court Manager at the location where the matter is to be heard shall refer
the matter to another Judge, and if no other Judge is available, the Court Manager will make the
decision and will communicate same to Counsel. Leave granted by the Court Manager is subject
to review by the presiding Judge. An application for leave to appear by telephone upon a
subsequent occasion may be made during the course of a hearing related to that same matter, and
the Judge who hears the application may grant leave regardless of whether that Judge will be
presiding on the subsequent occasion.

2. Appearance by Telephone

Appearances by Counsel by means of telephone shall occur in the following manner unless the
Court otherwise directs.

! Subject, of course, to any restrictions contained in the relevant Criminal Code provisions, such as those found in s.
515(2.2),(2.3), s. 537, 5. 606(5), 5. 650, 5. 650.01, s. 650.02 and s.800 (2.1).






